ISLAND   LAMENT

If you study the advertisement columns of The Times, from
which you can learn a great deal, you will from time to time see a
notice that reads something like this:

Bill and Lizzie calling, 53. will send us to the seaside for a day.

I know of a charwoman in Germany who in the summer of 1938
made her second trip to Norway, not as the guest of Lady Bounti-
ful, but in hejr own good right, under the auspices of the National
Socialist leisure-time organization for workers, Kraft durch Freude.

You still could do something about-Bethnal Green, and you
could even do it under democratic government, if you could only
oust the old men and the old idea that Power and Office are
things to be kept circulating among a small group of people, all
interconnected through marriage and Old School and University
associations.

Not the merits of the man, his experience, his qualifications, his
energy, his enterprise count, only that you knew him in this House
at Eton or that College at Oxford and his niece, Flanella Prune,
mapried your nephew, young Ian Hopscotch, and he has an
embattled stronghold in the hierarchy of the Party which gives
him an unanswerable claim to office. So you take this man, who
may have started life as a lawyer or whatnot, and one day you
make him Foreign Minister, and the next Minister for Air, and the
next First Lord of the Admiralty, and after that Minister for Public
Health, and apparently no specialized knowledge is needed for
these posts, they just pass round, and that is why you have Bethnal
Green, which, like Czechoslovakia, is one of those places you know
nothing about.

Office for the sake of office, not for the good of the people.

Look at these Lordly Ones, as Peter Howard once wrote, in
1938. Of twenty-two Cabinet Ministers more than half were
either lords, sons of lords, or married to lords' daughters. Two-
thirds of the Junior Ministers were Lordly Ones. One in ten of
them might have become members of the Administration if they
were commoners. Be in the peerage or marry into it is the "golden
rule, England seems to have been made safe for plutocracy.
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